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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, GR, TU, CY 

SUBJECT: SECRETARY'S SEPTEMBER 24 BILATERAL WITH GREEK 
FONMIN BITSIOS 

1. BITSIOS OPENED BY EXPRESSING SATISFACTION RE THE 
SECRETARY'S REFERENCE TO CYPRUS IN HIS SEPTEMBER 22 SPEECH 
BEFORE THE UNGA. HE SAID IT WAS USEFUL FOR THE TURKS TO 

BE AWARE THAT OTHERS UNDERSTOOD BASIC ELEMENTS OF CYPRUS 
PROBLEM AND WERE WILLING TO STATE THEIR POSITIONS IN 
PUBLIC. THE SECRETARY CONFIRMED THAT HIS SPEECH REPRE- 
SENTED BASIC US POLICY. 

2. RE CYPRUS, THE SECRETARY SAID HE HAD FOUND CAGLAYANGIL'S 
ATTITUDE RELATIVELY FORTHCOMING. THOUGH DEVELOPMENT OF 
TURKISH POSITION ON CYPRUS WAS STILL SUBJECT TO RESULTS OF 
OCTOBER 12 SENATE ELECTION AND LIFTING OF US ARMS EMBARGO. 
HE INFORMED BITSIOS THAT THE TURKS HAD BEEN TOLD IN CLEAR 
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CYPRUS IT WILL CREATE SERIOUS PROBLEM IN US-TURKISH 
RELATIONS. 

3. RE ARMS EMBARGO, BITSIOS SAID CARAMANLIS' POSITION WAS 
THAT GREECE COULD NOT BE PLEASED WITH LIFTING SINCE THERE 
WAS NO GUARANTEE THAT ARMS WOULD NOT BE USED AGAINST 

GREEK SIDE. HOWEVER, GREEK GOVERNMENT WOULD TAKE NO 
PUBLIC POSITION AND WASHINGTON EMBASSY WOULD REMAIN 
NEUTRAL. 

4. ASSUMING THAT HOUSE WILL PASS BILL ON EMBARGO BITSIOS 
ASKED WHAT PLANS USG HAD DEVELOPED RE ASSISTANCE PACKAGE 
THAT HAD BEEN DISCUSSED BETWEEN TWO GOVERNMENTS DURING 
PAST YEAR. THE SECRETARY REPLIED THAT THE PRESIDENT AND 
HE HAD CONSIDERED PROPOSING TO GREEK GOVERNMENT THAT A 
US TEAM VISIT ATHENS TO DISCUSS GREEK ECONOMIC AND 
MILITARY NEEDS AS BASIS FOR PROPOSAL TO CONGRESS. HE HAD 
NOT WANTED TO DO THIS, HOWEVER, BEFORE HOUSE VOTE ON 
TURKISH ARMS SINCE IT COULD BE MISUNDERSTOOD AS PLOY TO 
INFLUENCE VOTE. BITSIOS SAID HE WOULD DISCUSS THIS WITH 
CARAMANLIS AND WOULD LET THE SECRETARY KNOW HIS REACTION. 
LATER IN CONVERSATION BITSIOS ASKED WHETHER AID TO 
GREECE AND TURKEY WOULD BE LINKED. THE SECRETARY INDI- 
CATED A PREFERENCE FOR A PACKAGE INVOLVING A NUMBER OF 
RECIPIENT COUNTRIES AND SAID HE SAW NO ADVANTAGE IN A 
GREEK-TURKISH LINKAGE. 

5. WHEN THE CONVERSATION RETURNED TO CYPRUS, BITSIOS 
EXPRESSED SKEPTICISM RE TURKISH CLAIM THAT IMMOBILITY 
WAS CAUSED BY PENDING SENATE ELECTIONS. NEVERTHELESS HE 
HAD TALKED TO MAKARIOS AND UNDERSTANDING WAS THE GREEK- 
CYPRIOTS WOULD NOT PRESS CYPRUS ISSUE AT UNGA UNTIL 
POSSIBILITY OF TURKISH FLEXIBILITY AFTER ELECTION WAS 
TESTED. MAKARIOS WOULD REMAIN IN NEW YORK ONLY A WEEK 
OR SO AND WOULD NOT AWAIT DEBATE ON CYPRUS ISSUE. IF 
TURKISH SIDE WAS FORTHCOMING AFTER SENATE ELECTION THIS 
WOULD CHANGE ASPECT OF UNGA CYPRUS DEBATE. BITSIOS DID 
NOT APPEAR TO EXPECT INTERCOMMUNAL TALKS TO RESUME UNTIL 
AFTER DEBATE. 
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6. THE SECRETARY SAID USG WOULD DO WHAT IT COULD TO HELP. 

HE SUGGESTED HE COULD SEND ASSISTANT SECRETARY HARTMAN 
TO ANKARA SHORTLY AFTER TURKISH ELECTION TO TRY TO OBTAIN 
A TURKISH NEGOTIATING POSITION WHICH HARTMEN COULD TAKE 
TO ATHENS. IT WOULD HOPEFULLY JUSTIFY A LOW-KEY DEBATE 
IN THE UNGA AND PROVIDE BASIS FOR RENEWAL OF INTERCOMMUNAL 
TALKS. 
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7. BITSIOS EXPRESSED VIEW THAT INTERCOMMUNAL FORUM 

UNDER WALDHEIM SHOULD NOT BE ONLY APPROACH TO NEGOTIATIONS. 
EC-9 INITIATIVE HAD NOT YET BEEN ADEQUATE BUT SOME SUCH 
OUTSIDE IMPETUS WOULD BE NEEDED TO MOVE THE TURKS. HE 
AND THE SECRETARY DISCUSSED IN GENERAL TERMS POSSIBILITY 
OF A COMBINED INITIATIVE BY EC-9 AND USG AT APPROPRIATE 
TIME, AND IT WAS AGREED THIS OPTION WOULD BE KEPT OPEN. 

8. IN THE PRESENCE OF BITSIOS, THE SECRETARY ASKED 
HARTMAN TO GET IN TOUCH WITH CAGLAYANGIL TO INFORM HIM 
THAT THE HOUSE RULES COMMITTEE HAD JUST VOTED (9-6) TO 
SEND THE TURKISH ARMS EMBARGO BILL TO THE HOUSE FLOOR, 

THAT THE VOTE WOULD OCCUR SEPT. 30 OR OCT. 1. AND TO 
EMPHASIZE THAT IF THE BILL WAS PASSED IT WAS ESSENTIAL 
THAT THE TURKISH GOVERNMENT PRODUCE MOVEMENT ON THE 
CYPRUS ISSUE. (HARTMAN LATER PASSED THIS MESSAGE TO 
CAGLAYANGIL THROUGH TURKISH DIRECTOR FOR POLITICAL AFFAIRS 
TEZEL.) KISSINGER 
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